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Mark Twain Boyhood Home & Museum 
Lesson or Unit Plan for The Prince and the Pauper 
Created by: Deb Vonderfecht and Debbie Walker 

School:  Lathrop Elementary 
City, State: Lathrop, MO  

Mark Twain Teachers’ Workshop, July 14, 2017 
Hannibal, Missouri 

 
“Let’s Trade!” 

 

 

LESSON or UNIT PLAN for The Prince and the Pauper 
 

Concept or Topic:  
Character Traits and Point of View 

Suggested Grade Level(s)/Course:  
4th and 5th Language Arts 

Subject:  
ELA 

Suggested Time Frame:  
5 days, 50 minutes per day 

Objective(s):  
Students will identify at least 3 different character traits for each of the main characters 
from The Prince and the Pauper using details from text to support. 
 
Students will make evident each character’s point of view by writing a letter from one 
character to the other. 
 
Students will compare and contrast the text version of The Prince and the Pauper and 
the movie adaptation by completing a Venn diagram with at least 3 similarities and 
differences. 
 

Common Core State Standards:  
Writing Standards 4:  Text Types and Purposes (Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information). 
Writing Standards 4:  Text Types and Purposes (Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences). 
Writing Standards 4:  Production and Distribution of Writing (Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience). 
Writing Standards 4:  Research to Build and Present Knowledge (Draw evidence from 
literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research). 
Reading Standards 4:  Key Ideas and Details (Refer to details and examples in a text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text). 
Reading Standards 4:  Key Ideas and Details (Describe in depth a character, setting, 
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text). 
Reading Standards 4:  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (Make connections 
between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, 
identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text). 
 

Assessments (at least two):  
Character Trait Graphic Organizer 
Letter Writing (see attached rubric) 
Journal Entry (see attached rubric) 
Venn Diagram 
Summary/Reflection of the unit using story structure (see attached rubric). 
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LESSON or UNIT PLAN for The Prince and the Pauper 
 

 

Vocabulary (Tiers 2 & 3):  
Compare 
Contrast 
Differentiate 
Point of View 
Character Traits 
Identify 
 

Subject Area Integration:  
Social Studies 
 

Background Information Required for Lesson:  
Background of Samuel Clemens’s boyhood and life 
Understanding of character traits 
Letter writing skills 
Summarization skills 
Possible Tools: 

Who Was Mark Twain? by April Prince 
 

Materials:  
The Prince and the Pauper: Adapted for Young Readers by Mark Twain (Dover 

Children’s Thrift Classics) 
“The Parent Trap” movie 
Character Traits Graphic Organizer 
“The Prince and the Pauper” movie (Disney cartoon version) 
Letter Writing Instructions 
Journal Writing Instructions 
Venn Diagram 
“Prince and the Pauper” play adaptation by Scholastic 
The Wit and Wisdom of Mark Twain:  A Book of Quotations (Dover Thrift Editions) 
 

Technology:  
Videos listed above 
DVD player or computer 
Projector or TV 
 

Related Twain Quotes/Passages:  
“A man should not be without morals; it is better to have bad morals than none at all.”  
–Notebook 
 
“To be good is to be noble; but to show others how to be good is nobler and no 
trouble.” –Following the Equator 
 
“Nothing so needs reforming as other people’s habits.” –Pudd’nhead Wilson 

(All quotes taken from The Wit and Wisdom of Mark Twain: A Book of 
Quotations). 
 

Lesson Sequence:   
5 days, 50 minutes per day 

 
Day 1 Hook/Intro: 
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“The Parent Trap” movie (1998 version). Show scene where the two girls meet and 
decide to switch places. 
 
Teaching of the Concepts: 
Review character traits.  Ask students what kind of information you would need in 
order to describe a character. 
 
Suggested Questions: 
What are character traits? 
What traits would describe you? 
What traits would you use to describe the twins in the video?  How could you tell them 
apart? 
What traits could be used to describe the Prince? 
What traits could be used to describe Tom? 
 
Learning Activity: 
After showing the students the movie clip of “The Parent Trap,” ask students to identify 
some traits of each character with support from the movie. 
Read chapters 1 and 2 from The Prince and the Pauper: Adapted for Young Readers. 
Have students complete the Character Traits Graphic Organizer for the prince and 
Tom (see attached handout). 
 
Day 2 Hook/Intro: 
Play “Guess Who I Am.”  The teacher will give details about a character and the 
students will have to guess which character it is. 
 
Teaching of the Concepts: 
Review letter writing and point of view. 
 
Suggested Questions: 
How many parts are there in a letter? 
If you were writing a letter to a friend, how would you close it? 
Do you know how your friends feel in certain situations? 
What would it feel like to trade places someone? 
What is point of view? 
 
Learning Activity: 
Share character traits from previous day. 
After reading chapters 3 and 4 from The Prince and the Pauper: Adapted for Young 
Readers, students will choose one character’s point of view and write a letter to the 
other character (see attached handout). 
Students will share their letters if time allows. 
 
Day 3 Hook/Intro: 
Read aloud one of the student’s letters from the day before and discuss how Tom 
would have felt to suddenly be prince and how the prince would have felt to spend 
time living as Tom. 
 
Teaching of the Concepts: 
Review point of view and opinion. 
 
Suggested Questions: 
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What is point of view? 
How do you express your opinion? 
What would be the first thing you would do if you were king or queen for a day? 
 
Learning Activity: 
Read chapter 7 from The Prince and the Pauper: Adapted for Young Readers. 
Have students write a journal entry about what they would do if they were king or 
queen for the day (see attached handout). 
 
 
Day 4 Hook/Intro: 
Ask students to share some of their ideas that they wrote from the day before about 
what they would have done if they were king or queen for a day. 
 
Teaching of the Concepts: 
Review compare and contrast (similarities and differences). 
Review text to text, text to self, and text to world connections. 
 
Suggested Questions: 
What does it mean to compare? 
What does it mean to contrast? 
How would you compare and contrast Tom to the prince? 
What is a text to text connection? 
What is a text to self connection? 
What is a text to world connection? 
What is a Venn diagram? 
 
Learning Activity: 
Watch the Disney cartoon version of “The Prince and the Pauper.” 
Students will compare and contrast the text version of The Prince and the Pauper with 
the video using a Venn Diagram (see attached handout). 
 
Day 5 Hook/Intro: 
Ask students to discuss the similarities and differences between the movie and text 
versions of The Prince and the Pauper. 
 
Teaching of the Concepts: 
Review setting, conflict solutions, and characters. 
 
Suggested Questions: 
What is the setting of a story? 
What is the conflict in a story? 
What is the solution in a story? 
 
Learning Activity: 
Students will read through the play of “The Prince and the Pauper” adapted by Gary 
Drevitch for Scholastic (see attached handouts). 
 
 
Review/Closure: 
Students will discuss the story structure of The Prince and the Pauper in small groups 
and complete the accompanying worksheet.  (see attached handout). 
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Write a reflection of The Prince and the Pauper using the instructions provided (see 
attached handout). 
 

Homework:  
All assignments will be completed in class. 
 

Strategies for Exceptional Students:  
Use of multiple intelligences 
Use of visuals 
Multimedia 
Direct instruction 
 

Suggested Follow-Up Activities:  
“The Prince and the Pauper” movie (2008 version by Sony Pictures) 
Pinch Hit by Tim Green 
The Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman 
Use of graphic novel version of The Prince and the Pauper 
Read the full version of The Prince and the Pauper 
Rewrite the ending of the story 
Create your own story in which you switch places with a classmate 
Watch the movie “Freaky Friday” 
Write an opinion piece about Tom’s decisions as king 
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